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Peabody Award Winner Ira Glass Performs at Cal Poly
Public radio's popular "This American Life" host and producer
Ira Glass will perform an entertaining step-by-step
guide to "making radio" on Wednesday, April 24, 2002 at 8 p.m. at the
Cal Poly Theatre.
Cal Poly Arts presents the provocative evening, during which Mr. Glass
will lead the audience through the process of creating one of his
character-driven documentaries, while revealing the secrets of making
his celebrated programs work. A question and answer session will
directly follow his performance.
"['This American Life'] is public radio's fastest growing program, a
sort of 'Prairie Home Companion' with no comic Lutherans and a host who
never insists on singing with his musical guests," wrote the Chicago
Tribune. "[It is] the radio program that projects the
child-at-a-windowpane sensibility of Ira Glass into American homes and
automobiles each week . . . like a chronicle of society's obsessive fringe."
Ira Glass created the Peabody Award-winning Chicago-based "This American
Life" in 1995. His work combines found tapes, monologues,
documentaries, short fiction and musical interludes in four-act shows
built around a common theme. The show went national in 1996 and is now
heard on more than 300 public radio stations.
In 2000, Mr. Glass received the prestigious Lyndhurst Prize in
recognition of his work in public radio.
In conjunction with the evening performance, Cal Poly Arts and Cal
Poly's College of Liberal Arts will co-sponsor an on-stage interview on
Wednesday, April 24 at 1 p.m. in the Cal Poly Theatre with KCBX-FM's
"Afternoon Classics" host Marisa Waddell. The informal interview will
last approximately 30 minutes, covering a broad range of subjects,
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including "This American Life," the current state of radio, and politics
and society. The session will be followed by an audience
question/answer period.
The afternoon presentation is part of the University's popular Lyceum
Series and is free to the public.
Tickets for the evening performance are $18 and $22, with student
discounts available, and may be purchased at Performing Arts Ticket
Office, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays. To
order by phone, call 805/SLO-ARTS (756-2787); to order by fax: (805) 756-6088.
This performance is sponsored by the Cal Poly College of Liberal Arts
and KCBX FM 90.1 and is supported in part by funds from the California
State Lottery.
For audio and video samples of Cal Poly Arts events, visit www.calpolyarts.org.
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